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Career Services Office

Creative Portfolios
Overview:

Creative Portfolios are used by professionals that need to showcase the artifacts that the produce.  This can include instructional designers, journalists, web designers, UX Designers and Artists. The creative portfolio is a collection of materials that provides hard evidence of what you are telling interviewers about yourself as a professional.  Although time consuming, they visually capture your talents and support your candidacy.  When selecting the contents, you should construct it, so that it is manageable and reflects your best work.
Getting Started:

Before you get started it may be helpful to answer the following questions:
1. Why are you creating the portfolio?
2. Who will be the primary readers?

3. What are your strengths? What are specific examples of these strengths?

4. What types of evidence will be important to your readers?

Second, review other creative portfolios to see how others have presented their experiences.  Finally, you will want to choose your format based on your readers preferences.  

Formats:

1. Hard Copy – helpful to take to an interview and show interviewers examples of your work on the spot.
2. USB Drive – helpful to take to an interview and leave with the employer.
3. Online – helpful as a link on your resume or in correspondence prior to the interview.
What to Include:
Remember to cull your materials and only use the best representations for your portfolio.  You want it to be manageable, yet informative.  It should be in a logical format and include a table of contents to guide the reader.  
· A table of contents

· Profile or personal statement focusing on your approach or creative flair

· Your resume

· Artifacts that represent your best work.  These could be from freelance work, volunteer work, coursework, or a previous job.

· Images, animations, web pages, concept papers

· Articles you have written

· Writing samples

· Photographs

· Testimonials and recommendations

· Awards and honors

· Academic credentials and professional organizations
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