Ed Connect — FAQs

Ed Connect is held during Spring break in March. The New York City trek is Monday and Tuesday, and the Washington, DC trek is Thursday and Friday.

What is Ed Connect and why should I attend?
Ed Connect is a unique opportunity for HGSE students to attend on-site meetings with alumni and representatives from professional organizations.
•	The program provides you with networking and professional opportunities through formal and informal connections. 
•	You gain insider knowledge about the organizations, practical job search advice, contacts for your job search, and greater knowledge about career possibilities.
•	Meeting with alumni and organization representatives will give them the opportunity to get to know you. This can be a wonderful asset in putting a face to your resume, which will be included in a resume book provided to participating organizations.
· The alumni and representatives are interested in discovering professional, well-aligned talent. While there may not be immediate positions available, there will likely be openings in the future.   
· The Ed Connect opportunity, combined with a well-crafted search strategy, adds a new level of support for your job search.

Is Ed Connect a career/job fair?
Ed Connect is NOT a career/job fair.
· This is a chance to build relationships that can help get you an interview – not an offer. Former students who participated in Ed Connect with expectations that alumni would “get them a job” were disappointed that job offers were not waiting for them at the end of the day. Jobs offers are not immediate.
· Rather than meeting representatives in a central location in each city, you will independently travel to each location.  (Detailed directions will be provided).
· Each meeting lasts from an hour to 90 minutes. These meetings are structured to begin on time and you are expected to arrive in advance. The travel time between meetings has been considered when making the master schedule, but you should plan ahead to guarantee that you make it to your next commitment on time.

Why should I connect with the HGSE alumni?
· Organization representatives and alumni are excited about sharing their experiences, giving advice and offering their insights. They participate because they believe it is a positive way to give back to HGSE, a place that holds personal meaning to them.  
· This is an opportunity for you to gather information about how alumni have aligned their degrees and professional interests.

Do any organizations have current openings? 
Check on organization web sites to see if there are active postings of interest to you.  If you do not see postings, do not hesitate to ask organization representatives about current openings.

What organizations are participating?
Participating organizations are listed on the Ed Connect iSite. Visit the iSite frequently as the list will continue to expand.  

What if I can only go for one day or I only see a couple of places I’m really interested in attending?
That’s fine. You choose where you wish to visit based on the time of the meeting and space availability. If you have free time, you can always take the initiative to set up individual meetings with organizations that are not on the list.

What do you mean by space availability?
Some organizations can only accommodate a limited number of visitors. Therefore, it is important that you sign up to visit your priority organizations as soon as you receive notice that the scheduling is open on HIRED.
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Do I have to go to the places I registered to attend if I change my mind?
Yes! Because of the limited spaces available for many of the meetings, you should only register for organizations that you plan to attend. Missing a meeting is a professional discourtesy.

I’m ready to sign up! What do I do?
If you plan to attend Ed Connect, you are required to attend one of the registration meetings that will be offered in February. At the meeting you will learn more about the timelines for registration, how to register, what the expectations of attendees are, and what you can do to prepare.

Are there deadlines involved?
Yes. You will be reminded of the deadlines and if you miss them, you may lose the opportunity to attend the meetings of your choice.

I don’t know my way around these cities. How will I know how to get to meeting sites?
Directions to the organizations are posted on the iSite. If there is a last-minute change of address, we will contact you.

Are there any security protocols I should follow?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The security protocols for each organization will be posted on the directions document CSO will send you before EdConnect starts.

What about travel to these cities and hotel costs? 
  You are responsible for your travel and housing arrangements. There are numerous travel resources on the iSite for both  
  cities but you are not limited to any of these suggestions. Career Services does not endorse any particular travel service.

What should I wear?
Dress in professional business attire as if you were giving a presentation or interviewing for a job.
We recommend suits/ jackets with ties for men and clothing of equivalent formality for women. Casual wear (i.e. jeans, t-shirts) is not appropriate.
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